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Sept. 26, 1996
UM ’S BORGMANN NAMED REGENTS PROFESSOR
MISSOULA Groundbreaking scholarship, commitment to teaching and years of service to campus and
community have earned University of Montana philosopher Albert Borgmann the rank of Regents
Professor.
Borgmann, the third UM professor ever selected for the prestigious title, was granted the
lifetime professorship by the state Board of Regents Sept. 19.
"I think Professor Borgmann is particularly well qualified for this distinction," UM
President George Dennison said. "He has distinguished himself as a philosopher and is one of our
really shining lights in scholarship."
UM ’s Regents Professor policy states that the title "is awarded to a very select group of
full-time faculty who have demonstrated true excellence, and have been recognized for that
excellence in all three areas of university expectation: instruction, scholarship, and service."
"I hope to be equal to the expectations that are represented by the award," Borgmann said.'
"It is a great honor to be counted with (UM ’s other two Regents Professors) Paul Lauren and Bill
Kittredge."
Borgmann’s standing among his international peers was demonstrated last fall by a
workshop that drew scholars from Europe, Mexico, the United States and Canada to celebrate the
tenth anniversary of the publication of Borgmann’s book, "Technology and the Character of
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Contemporary Life: A Philosophical Inquiry."
"Not many people have an entire conference dedicated to their work," said History
Professor Bill Farr, a friend and colleague of Borgmann’s for more than a decade. "He really has
an international following, and not many in the humanities can say that."
In a letter recommending Borgmann for the honor, College of Arts and Sciences Dean
James Flightner described Borgmann as "selfless, principled, collegial, dedicated." Flightner
noted Borgmann’s productive scholarship -- which includes three books, two monographs, 46
articles in major scholarly journals and 18 reviews -- as well as his commitment to teaching, to
service and to the University.
"Professor Borgmann has been an exceptionally forceful proponent of this University’s
efforts to enhance research productivity," Flightner wrote. "This advocacy has required
considerable tenacity over many years and the commitment of many hours dedicated to the
common good rather than the further enhancement of his personal c.v."
Borgmann joined U M ’s faculty in 1970 and chaired the philosophy department from 1987
to 1993. He holds a master’s degree in German literature from the University of Illinois at Urbana
and a doctorate in philosophy from the University of Munich, Germany.
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